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fulfilling the potential God has given us.

‘For with God nothing is impossible’
Luke 1:37
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Luke 1:37 "For with GOD nothing shall he impossihle’



Our LEARN Cuwrriculum Key Principles:
Our LEARN cwrriculum enswres that our children are successful in leaming and, in life, no- matter what their starting
points and harriers to learning may be by:

e Promoting positive partnerships to support the families of our school who speak 15 different languages and
who come from many varied faiths and none. So that ALL owr pupils are settled in school and ready to
LEARN.

e Providing nwrture, emotional, financial, and spiritual support to owr pupils and Al stakeholders. So that
families and children are fully supported and are in the hest place they can he and ready to LEARN.

e By und lina our ity and, thus ding leamni itios, i orwi hich
reading, oracy, and the constant development of vocabulary. So that ouwr pupils are equipped with the skills
they need to flourish in life and LEARN.

e By providing dedicated nurture spaces to offer emational and pructical support to- meet the needs of ALL of our
pupils thus allowing them to LEARN.

e A cwriculum which will be inclusive, aspirational, and relevant and respectful to the cultuwre and customs of
ouwr children and families. So that owr children want to come to school, are engaged with their individual needs
met, and experience a full and voried range of opportunities to enrich their lives and LEARNing experience.

Because we truly helieve that ‘For with God nothing is impossihle’

What is Phonics

Introduction

At St James’ School we strive to ensure that all of owr children, regardless of their background needs or ahilities,
hecome successful, fluent readers by the end of Key Stage One and helieve this is achievahle through a comhbination of

f " mghquauty discrete phonics teaching comhined with a whole language approuch that promotes a ‘Reading

We helieve that high quality teaching of phonics is the key to developing independent readers and this is given the
highest priority. We want ‘every child to be a reader’ and we implement a rigorous and sequential approuch to
Loveloni bing and listening and teaching reading, writing and spelling through sy e bhoTicS,
We teach phonics at St James' to enswre we have a consistent, high quality approach to the teaching of phonics across
EYFS, key stage one and on into key stage two for those children who still need this support.
Phonics is a way of teaching children to read quickly and skilfully. Children are taught how to:
* Recognise the sounds that each individual letter makes.
e Identify the sounds that different combinations of letters (Special friends) make - such as ‘sh’ or ‘oo’; and
¢ Blend these sounds together from left to right to make a word.
Children can then use this knowledge to ‘de-code’ (Fred Talk) new words that they hear or see. This is the first
important step. in learning to read.

Intent

At St James’, we are passionate about ensuring all children hecome confident and enthusiastic readers and writers. We
easier. Through daily, systematic and consistent high-quality phonics teaching, children learm to segment words to
support their spelling ahbility and blend sounds to read words. To allow our children to develop o strong phonic

and effective blending and decoding skills, we have chosen to use a synthetic phonics programme called,




Read, Write, Inc. produced by Ruth Miskin. Read Write Inc. is a method of learning centred around letter sounds and
phonics, blending sounds together to read and spell words and applying these skills across the cwriculum. Using Read
Write Inc. the children leam to read fluently so that they can put all their energy into comprehending what they

read. We passionately helieve that teaching children to read and write independently is one of the core pwrposes of @
primary school enabling them to access a broud and exciting cwriculum and ensuring they flourish as learners
throughout their time at our school. These fundamental skills not only hold the keys to the rest of the cwriculum but
also have a huge impact on children's self-esteem and future life chances.

Effective Phonic teaching will:
Encowruge our children to challenge themselves, take risks through the Five key principles that underpin the teaching
in all Read Write Inc. sessions:
"
Participation - enswre every child participates throughout the lesson. Partnership work is fundamental to leawning
Pruise - ensure children are praised for effort and learning, not ahility
Pace - teach at an effective pace and devote every moment to teaching and learning
Passion - he passionate about teaching so children can be engaged emaotionally.

Implementation

At St James’ we follow the Read Write Inc programme to teach phonics and, reading in Reception and into Key Stage 1.
Some children, that require additional support stay on the RWI programme into KS2.

Our Nursery (2-3) children are immersed in phonics delivered through continuous provision activities and whole class
activities. using the phase 1 Letters and Sounds programme. Our Pre-school children (3-4) follow the phase 1 letters
and sounds programme supplemented by the RWI Nwrsery programme.

The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) follows the ‘Development Matters’ as the supporting guidance, however the
Early Leaning Gouls are the end point for owr children in EYFS. Children within the EYFS are exposed to phonics through
In EYFS phonics is taught through communication and language games and Read Write Inc in Reception.

Key Stage One.

Children work in differentiated groups on a daily basis and are taught through Read Write Inc. Phonics skills are also
emhbedded in writing and reading tasks in English sessions. Regular tracking of children's progress takes places through
half termly, RWI online assessments

Ouwr aim is that children will be secure in Set 1, Set 2 and Set 3 Sounds and will have made a good level of progression

in Storyhooks. Children will also have plenty of pructise in recognising ‘Alien’ or pseudo words, in readiness for the
Phonic Screening Check and to give them the confidence to read any word.

Children should aim to read and write all the common exception words for Years 1.
Key Stage Two
Some children may still need support with, their reading, writing and confidence in this area. Teachers communicate

their needs.



Our lessons are hased around teaching through the RWI sequence

The Order of Teaching Sounds
Set 1

Set 1 sounds are the initial letter sounds. They are taught in the following order.
m,a, s, dtil,np g0 ckow b fel hshr g vy w, th, 2, ch qu, x ng, nk
Set 2

There are 12 Set 2 ‘speed sounds’ that are made up of two or three letters, which represent just one sound, e.g. ay as in
play, ee as in tree and igh as in high.

When children lecurn their Set. 2 sounds they will leam: - the letters that represent a speed sound e.g. ay, a simple picture
prompt linked to the ‘speed sound’ and a short phruse to say e.g. may I play.

Every speed sound has a list of green words linked to it, soyowr child can ‘sound out’ and ‘sound blend’ words containing
the new speed sound they have just leamnt, for example s-p-r-ay = spray.

Set 3

When learning their Set 3 speed sounds they will be taught that there are more ways in which the same sounds are
written, e.g. ee as in tree and ea as in tea.

Each phonics group follows o tailored 5 day plan depending on the colour band, the child is working on. All plans are
established by the RWI programme and enswre the group have daily practice in speed sound reading, reading green and
Reading

The children:

learn 44 sounds and the corresponding letters/ letter groups

learn to read words using Fred, talk and sound blending

read from a range of storyhooks and non-fiction hooks matched to their phonic knowledge
work well with partners

develop comprehension skills in stories by answering 'Find It and 'Prove It discussion questions

Children will take home a Read Write Inc. Book Bag Book which are engaging texts to support children with additional
reading pructice outside the classroom. The hooks are uniquely matched to the Read Write Inc. Phonic Storyhooks to
reinforce children's leaning of phonics at the appropriate level, helping them to make even faster progress in reading.

Writi
The children:
e leamn to write and form the letters/letter groups which represent the 44 sounds with the help of fun phruses

e learn to write words by using Fred Talk
e leamn to build sentences by pructising sentences out loud hefore they write

Support for SEND

Phonics lessons are inclusive to- pupils with special educational needs and disahbilities. Where required, children's PPJ's
(Pupil's Progress Joumneys) incorporute suitable curriculum objectives or birth to five matters and teachers consider these
carefully when planning work. Targets may he worked upon within the lesson as well as on a 1:1 basis with support



will vary. Some examples are:

Use of the small step tracker to- show steps of progress

Support with reading and writing but not necessarily with the scientific concept or area of knowledge inwvolved,
Extra teacher/ TA support for pupils who have difficulty using language to express their idea of scientific problems
and concepts.

Impact

The teaching of phonics at St James' will enable children to hecome confident, fluent, independent readers. It will equip

thzmwdhahnomdedgeandshﬂ&Wreadandwmprdwnd,wvanetg ofdxfowWXt&mQuma&dea&prova

Assessment and Reporting

Assessment is an integral part of teaching and leaming and is a continuous process. Teachers make assessments of
Ldren in, st} | I by

asking questions and listening to answers

facilitating and listening to discussions

nwkmgobservuw)m

Children are regularly assessed and changed accordingly into groups to support their leaming and,

development. I children are not progressing at the expected level, they are targeted through the RWI

e Each half term the reading leader uses the Ruth Miskin assessment portal to individually assess the children's
team, re-groups the children in order to- support progress.

e Atthe end of Year1 children are assessed using the National Phonics Screening Test and this is repeated, for
those who did not achieve the appropriate level at the end of Year 2. This assessment gathers information on
the children’s ahility to blend and segment decodahle words to read..

Display
Teachers display the relevant sound charts in their phonics area. All groups have a sounds chart and red and green

words displayed to support their learning. All EYFS and KS 1 classrooms have speed sound charts and red and, green
word, displays to support WCR and English sessions.

Monitori
The Phonic leader is responsible for monitoring the standards of the children’'s work and the quality of the teaching in
cwrent developments in the suhbject, and for providing a strategic lead and direction for the subject in the school. The



